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ear Friends,
As I begin writing this issue of News
and Notes, just days before the actual
beginning of Spring, we in the mid-Atlantic
are having a last (I hope!) snowstorm.
Miniature daffodils are up, and birds are
building nests, now watching the sky and
ducking into the horse run-ins for shelter.
For all of us who keep Lent, may these
solemn days lead to the unending joy of the
Resurrection. I ask your prayers for peace,
and especially now for peace in
Ukraine.
Writing for Aimee Lauer,
Cindy Tawes, and everyone at
Sanctuary House,
Sister Mary Winifred

In spite of Daylight Savings time – really, who
wants to lose an hour of sleep – Sammy says
yes, he’s more than ready for Spring!

Annie Oakley and PG
are almost always ready to pose for photos –
between naps, of course! [Read Annie’s story
on page 4]
Ascension Hermitage and Sanctuary, Inc., is a
501(c)(3) charitable, non-profit corporation.
Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
Willow walks right into the Spring wind
blowing across the pasture – “It’s all good,”
she says, “so long, Winter!”

Photos credits in this issue: “Buddy” Carolyn
Penn-Martin, all others Sister Mary Winifred.

Ascension Hermitage & Sanctuary: a lifelong safe haven for orphaned, injured, ill, unwanted, or
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Winter Losses

Spring Wish List
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Here are some of our special needs for the
next months:
• Canned cat food
• Horse treats
• Dawn detergent
• Nyjer and safflower seed for wild
birds
• Milk-Bone dog biscuits
• Bath towel “blankets”
• Dollars for food, hay, utilities, and
vet bills
We now have two online wish lists:
On Amazon*
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1FB
5Z27CS0ZPN/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?_en
coding=UTF8&type=wishlist
On Chewy**
https://www.chewy.com/g/ascensionhermitage-sanctuary_b76069946

his past Winter was not without losses
at Sanctuary House. In addition to two
chickens Charity and Josie, and our
duck Penn, we watched as two cats Danny
and Gideon left us for the Rainbow Bridge.

Gideon “Giddy”
Danny

Our little beagle Francesca “Frannie” left as
quickly as she had
come, the victim of
a probable brain
tumor or aneurysm.
And then, just as
Winter was turning
toward Spring, we
said farewell to two
long-time residents
of Sanctuary House
– beagles George
and Buddy.
Francesca “Frannie”

*If ordering from the Amazon Wish List, please
provide our physical shipping address:
27548 Fairmount Rd., Westover, MD 21871
**Chewy does not share the name of donors, so
if you send a donation and want us to know who
you are, please send us a quick email.

Prefer to donate via PayPal?
Just go to paypal.com/givenow and enter
Ascension Hermitage and Sanctuary on the
charity search.

. . . the flowers
that bloom in
the Spring

George “Georgie”
Buddy
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A Spring full of holidays!
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or many of us, Easter or Pascha, the
Feast of the Resurrection, is the Queen
of Days, surpassing every other day.
And yet, Spring is full of different – some
unusual – holidays that we celebrate at
Sanctuary House.
Of course, on March 17th, we celebrated
St. Patrick of Ireland and St. Gertrude of
Nivelles,
the
patron saint of
cats.
And then March
19thwas National
Poultry Day –
no, not a day to
eat poultry but to
delight in our
chicken and duck
friends!

March 28th is a
day that every
person owned by a
cat must take to
heart.
Respect
Your Cat Day
may sound like an
obvious, everyday
activity, but March
28th is THE day, an
opportunity to wait on your cats and provide
extra treats and love!
If we were all Irish
on St. Patrick’s Day,
we will all be Scottish
on April 6th, National
Tartan Day! “Sister
Mary belongs to Clan
Scott,” Sava explains,
“so all of us are Scotts
too – well, at least on
April 6th we are!”

April 11th is International Louie, Louie
Day! Yes, for the song, of course, but for us?
It’s an extra special day at Sanctuary House
because of our cat Louie!

On April 15th, our Jewish friends begin
the eight-day celebration of Passover.
And in 2022, Easter
comes for the
western Christian
Church on April 17th
and for the
Orthodox Church on
April 24th.

April 26th is National Help a Horse Day
May 4th is Intergalactic Star Wars Day.
May the Fourth be with you!
And then? It’s almost SUMMER!
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My beagle girl
Annie Oakley
t’s been fifteen
years since Annie
came to Sanctuary
House. She and her
brother Danny had
“been born at the wrong
time,” her former owner
explained, so he hadn’t trained them to hunt –
in fact, the two puppies were not socialized at
all. They were not aggressive toward people,
but they didn’t want to be touched. Danny
quickly warmed to the idea of being a house
dog and was adopted through Penny Angels’
Beagle Rescue in New Jersey. Annie,
meanwhile, did not even want to venture out of
her crate. Finally, after months of
encouragement from other dogs, and multiple
Milk-Bone treats from me, she overcame some
of her initial fear and shyness.
I suspect Annie might have been a good
hunter. On one of her first outings in our yard,
she managed to climb over the five-foot chain
link fence to chase a squirrel. Miraculously the
beagle who would scarcely let me touch her sat
just outside the fence waiting for me – we were
both shaking as I carried
her back inside!
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Ironically, Annie Oakley has a gentler side as
well. She loves stuffed toys and carries them
with her even outdoors.

And like her
namesake,
our
Annie Oakley has
a certain “stage presence.” In 2015, Annie
Oakley appeared in The Episcopup Calendar
for October.

These days, Annie Oakley settles for quiet
and prefers long naps with a good friend
nearby. When she is not asleep, she follows
closely beside me – staring at my pocket or
giving a whispered bark to remind me that she
would like to have a treat.

Annie
does
have a
brave and courageous side, so I decided to call
her Annie Oakley after the American
sharpshooter. While she has never again gone
outside the fence, our Annie Oakley has caught
a rat, an opossum, and a squirrel in our yard.
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