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ear Friends, 

As I write this in the early weeks of 

Advent, preparing to celebrate 

Christmas, I am well aware that other readers 

have just celebrated Hanukkah or are 

preparing to celebrate Yule on December 21st 

or Kwanzaa beginning on December 26th – so 

all of us at Sanctuary House send our good 

wishes and blessings for your holidays to be 

peaceful, loving, joyous, and meaningful. We 

humans have to work so much to develop our 

spiritual well-being; here we are surrounded 

by cats, dogs, horses, and even chickens and 

ducks, who naturally are their most authentic 

selves – how blessed they are in simply being 

themselves, and how fortunate are we to 

know them. 

     Of course, all of the animals have dreams 

and wishes for Christmas, and many of those 

are included on our Wish List on the next 

page. Naturally, some of our dreams and 

wishes are those that money can’t buy – 

peace, health, and goodwill, for example – so 

we’ll count on your prayers for those. 

     With our prayers and blessings,  

Sister Mary Winifred for Aimee Lauer, 

Cindy Tawes, and everyone at Sanctuary 

House 

 
Merwyn, with his red 

Christmas collar, is 

ready for the 

holidays! 

“Happy Christmas 

wishes from the 

kitties,” he says. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Sonny, the senior horse in our pasture, 

dreams of delicious hay and apple treats and 

sends the best equine wishes to all for a very 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

 

 

 

Ascension Hermitage and Sanctuary, Inc., is a 

501(c)(3) charitable, non-profit corporation. 

Donations are tax-deductible as allowed by law.  
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Christmas Wish List 
Well, we’re not exactly dreaming of sugar-

plums, but these are some of the treats we 

most want (and need!) for Christmas: 

• Canned cat food 

• Mealworms & grubs for chickens 

and ducks 

• Horse treats 

• Postage stamps 

• Milk-Bone dog treats 

• Bath towel “blankets” 

• Dollars for food, hay, utilities, and 

vet bills 

We now have two online wish lists: 

On Amazon 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1FB

5Z27CS0ZPN/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?_en

coding=UTF8&type=wishlist 

On Chewy 

https://www.chewy.com/g/ascension-

hermitage-sanctuary_b76069946 

Prefer to donate via PayPal? 

Just go to paypal.com/givenow and enter 

Ascension Hermitage and Sanctuary on the 

charity search. 

Should you wish to make a gift of stocks or 

securities, please email Sister Mary for 

instructions: 

ascensionhermitageandsanctuary 

@gmail.com 

 
 

 

“And one 

more wish,” 

Piper says, 

“I’d LOVE 

some cold 

snow! It’s 

just not 

winter 

without 

snow.” 

 

“Yes, I am claiming my space in the new cat 

tower,” said Louie. “Thank you, thank you to 

the wonderful person who sent it to us. We 

are very happy kitties!” 

Annie Oakley is one of our most senior dogs – 

also one of our most photogenic! She has 

celebrated Christmas for all of her 16+ years 

at Sanctuary House.  “Speaking for the 

beagles – and Piper,” she said, “I wish you all 

a Merry Christmas and joyous New Year!” 
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New option for News & Notes 
via email in 2022 

eginning in January 2022, we will be 

offering a digital version of News & 

Notes. If you would prefer to receive 

our newsletter by email, you must opt-in – 

you may do so by sending an email to Sister 

Mary at sistermarywinifred@gmail.com. 

Please include your full name and email 

address, even if you know we already have 

your email address – this is an entirely 

separate list! 

     Or if you no longer want to receive our 

News & Notes, please let us know that too – 

we will hate to see you go, but understand 

that interests and loyalties change over time. 
 

Kitten Surprise 
Probably 

many readers 

will 

remember 

that Cindy 

found a tiny 

kitten in the 

road last 

summer. A 

starving 

kitten with 

many fleas 

and ticks and 

eyes matted shut. A boy kitten, we thought, 

and I named him Greeley after Horace 

Greeley. Imagine our surprise in the months 

since to discover that the kitten is a girl! 

After a moment’s hesitation, I changed her 

name to Greta, after my cousin Greta Risley. 

Greta is a snowshoe – her gray and white fur 

is growing more distinct (a process that may 

take two years!). Her eyes are blue, although 

she still needs antibiotic medicine for them. 

Cousin Greta was a well-known mezzo-

soprano in the late 1800s-early 1900s. Kitten 

Greta’s loudest voice is a persistent purr! 
 

As promised, Sonny kept watch on the Giving 

Tuesday donations – we were hoping for funds 

for 100 bales of hay; we met a little over one-

third of our goal, but know that some 

additional contributions are coming by Post 

Office mail. Thanks to everyone who donated! 

Giving Tuesday for 2021 is gone, but you can 

still help fill our barn. Hay is $8.50 a bale. 

 

And the last 

word?  

Ami says, “Listen 

for the rooster – 

remember Christ 

may come at 

cock-crow! It’s in 

St. Mark’s Gospel 

13:35 – we 

chickens know 

this kind of 

thing.” 

 

 

 

Photo credits in this issue: both pictures of 

Sonny, Cindy Tawes; all others, Sister Mary. 
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Across 

4   Dog speaking for the beagles - and Piper 

7   Goal of our Giving Tuesday campaign 

9   Season between Autumn and Spring 

11  Kitten’s new name 

12  December 25th holiday 

15  Cat in the tower 

 

 

 

 

 

Down 

1   The eldest Sanctuary House horse 

2   December 21st holiday 

3   Kitty who wears a collar 

5  Jewish holiday that began on November 

28th this year 

6 Religious season before Christmas 

8 Holiday that begins on December 26th 

10 New option for receiving News & Notes 

13 Piper’s Winter wish 

14 A wise chicken at Sanctuary House 
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