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ear Friends, 

We hope you are having a safe and 

peaceful Summer. So far our 

Summer has been wetter-than-usual, 

although perhaps this is becoming our new 

normal along the mid-Atlantic coast. The 

past few days have been relatively cool and 

after a day of light rain, we were serenaded 

at dusk by a chorus of frogs and toads – a 

good omen, I 

trust, even in 

the midst of 

climate 

change and 

the continuing 

Covid 

pandemic. 

And now in August, the damselflies and 

dragonflies have returned – bringers of 

blessings and harmony, not to mention that 

they eat mosquitoes! 

     Another blessing that came to us in July 

was a tiny kitten, only three or four weeks 

old. He was 

put out of a car 

into the middle 

of our street – 

fortunately 

Cindy was 

driving not far 

behind, and 

scooped him 

up from certain 

death. He was 

covered in ticks and fleas, and close to 

starving. His eyes were matted shut. I am 

happy to report that he is now doing well, 

and has graduated from cat milk replacer to  

 

 

Fancy Feast and Purina kitten chow! I 

named the kitten Greeley after Horace 

Greeley, and because he was “found” in a 

gray space. He has become a playful, 

affectionate, energetic kitten. 

     Our August days are primarily hot, 

humid, and sunny. In the black walnut trees 

near the house squirrels are collecting still-

green walnuts, often chewing off the rind 

which they drop into the yard. Our mostly 

beagle doggies look out, perhaps sensing the 

coming Autumn, but are glad their hunting 

days are over. 

     With every good wish and many 

blessings, 

Sister Mary Winifred writing also for Aimee 

Lauer, Cindy Tawes, and everyone at 

Sanctuary House 

 

 

Ascension Hermitage and Sanctuary, Inc., is a 

501(c)(3) charitable, non-profit corporation. 

Donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.  

 

It’s our special day! Celebrate black cats! 

Read about it on later page. 
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Late-Summer Wish List 

These are some of the items we most 

need in the coming months: 

 Canned cat food 

 Dog biscuits 

 Paper towels 

 Postage stamps 

 Dollars for food, utilities, and vet 

bills 

We now have two online wish lists: 

On Amazon 
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1FB

5Z27CS0ZPN/ref=nav_wishlist_lists_1?_en

coding=UTF8&type=wishlist 

On Chewy 

https://www.chewy.com/g/ascension-

hermitage-sanctuary_b76069946 

Prefer to donate via PayPal? 

Just go to paypal.com/givenow and enter 

Ascension Hermitage and Sanctuary on the 

charity search. 

Should you wish to make a gift of stocks or 

securities, please email Sister Mary for 

instructions: 

ascensionhermitageandsanctuary.com 

~Thanks for thinking of us! 

Leah – always comes when called!  A++  

Of course that might have something to do 

with treats! 

Our Advice for Staying Cool 

Sammy: a comfy chair in front of an air 

conditioner! 

Willow: a garden-hose shower – I could stand 

here all day, says our Chincoteague pony! 
 
 

Chickens: we 

just meet with 

our friends in 

the shade of our 

maple tree. Our 

drinking pool is 

nearby and 

there are bugs 

and leaves under 

this tree, plus 

we’ve always got 

things to cluck 

about. Yep, 

we're cool! 

 
 

https://www.chewy.com/g/ascension-hermitage-sanctuary_b76069946
https://www.chewy.com/g/ascension-hermitage-sanctuary_b76069946
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Black Cat 
Appreciation Day! 

ugust 17
th
 – that’s the day! 

Did you know that black 

cats are the least likely to 

be adopted? Some rescues will not even 

accept black cats or kittens. In the USA 

anyway black cats often get a bad rap. In 

other countries, including England, 

Scotland, France, Japan, and Italy, among 

others, black cats are considered bringers of 

good luck and happiness. 

     One third of the cats at Sanctuary House 

are black. They are sweet, beautiful, 

friendly, and yes – bringers of joy and good 

luck and happiness! 
 

Clockwise from top left: Pyewacket “Pye,” 
Holly, Queenie, Dolly, Xanti, Danny, Veronica, 

Weej, Clegg.  

     No, this is not all of our black cats – only the 
ones who were willing to pose for the camera! 

 
Anya took a minute to 

consider Black Cat 

Appreciation Day.  

“As the tabby mother of 
two black kittens, among 

many others, I seriously 

believe some of the credit 

for their exceptional 
qualities belongs to me!” 

she concluded. 

 
 

 

 
As a non-black cat who really 

wanted to be in the 

photographs, Magda thought 

to add, “If ordering from 
Chewy is too much trouble, 

you can always  just send a 

check – we’ll buy the treats! 
And thanks for our making 

our Black Cat Appreciation 

celebration a super fun time!” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
      

 

     Everyone at Sanctuary House is going to 

celebrate Black Cat Appreciation Day for 

many days – that just goes without saying! 

The cats have added some of their special 

wishes and treat ideas to our Chewy Wish 

List, so if you’d like to celebrate with us 

from a distance, donations from that list 

would be much appreciated.  

Here’s the link: 

https://www.chewy.com/g/ascension-

hermitage-sanctuary_b76069946 

   A 

https://www.chewy.com/g/ascension-hermitage-sanctuary_b76069946
https://www.chewy.com/g/ascension-hermitage-sanctuary_b76069946
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End of the Summer Flowers 
adly, as happens in every lifelong 

sanctuary, death comes even in the 

midst of life. And so it is that just a few 

days ago, we said farewell to our oldest 

kitty, Daisy. Daisy was 17 or 18, and had 

outlived her two sisters and her best friend 

Stanley by years and years. But in a burst of 

good fortune, she had found two new best 

friends, a younger orange kitty Evans, and a 

big tabby cat Liev. When we knew Daisy 

was dying, Evans went close, tapped her tail 

with his paw, licked her head and face, and 

then lay down beside her. Liev too stayed 

close by. Who says animals don’t have a lot 

to teach us? This is the story of Daisy and 

her sisters that I wrote in More Cats of 

Sanctuary House. 

 
Daisy, Lily, and Marigold: the Flower Girls 

     It was a hot, humid summer day when the 

three kittens came to Sanctuary House. They 

were part of a much larger group of cats and 

kittens rescued from a high kill animal control 

facility in Virginia. They huddled together in 

the back of a cat carrier, each one trying to 

hide behind the others: two long haired 

kittens, and one short haired. They were about 

eight weeks old, and terrified. But they were 

also beautiful, and I decided to name them 

after summer flowers.  

     Ironically, as the girls grew into adults, 

they developed very distinct personalities, 

each deciding that she would rather not live 

with her siblings! My summer bouquet 

became three strong individuals. 

     The short haired girl, who was slightly 

bigger than the other two, is Daisy. She is 

mostly dark tabby, but has a white bib under 

her chin and on her chest, and a splash of 

orange and white across her face. She has 

bright yellow eyes, and white paws. She is 

quite talkative and has definite preferences, 

beginning with canned cat food. She listens 

when I talk to her and usually answers; often 

she initiates our conversations. Daisy’s best 

cat friend, and the true love of her life, is 

tabby Stanley, and I believe it is Stanley who 

taught her to love – and demand – canned 

food! Daisy enjoys being petted on her head 

only; she does not want to be picked up or 

held or cuddled. She is an intellectual cat, who 

prefers to be engaged on an academic level.  

     The smaller of the two long-haired girls is 

Lily. She is pale gray with white paws and 

chest, and a few buff markings, visible only 

when she is in a bright light. Lily is by far the 

most affectionate. She loves to be close to me 

and to be on my lap. And she has good friends 

as well: Marla, Boudreaux, Adelaide, Drucilla, 

Bobette, and most recently kitten Aidan. Lily 

has pale green eyes, but a chronic eye problem 

that often makes her squint; eye drops help. 

She is elegantly beautiful, and walks with an 

air of grace and contentment. 

     The third cat is long-haired Marigold. She 

is mostly bright orange with a white bib and 

white face; Marigold is blind. She was the first 

of the three siblings to let me know that she 

prefers her own space: no other cats near her, 

but she doesn’t mind at all being near the 

beagles. She allows me to pet her, but picking 

her up is not ordinarily permitted. Unlike 

Daisy, Marigold does not talk to me, and yet 

she is an excellent communicator. When she 

wants food or water she sits right beside the 

dish, sometimes tapping it with her paw. 

     These three girls were wonderful kittens 

together. All grown up, they are wonderfully 

independent cats – perhaps sometimes a little 

distance does allow each one to shine on her 

own. 

Daisy’s best friends, 

Evans and Liev 
 

S 
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There are so many good ways 
to spend a summer day! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are so many fun things to 

do in the Summer: 

 Chase squirrels into the 

trees 

 Take a nap 

 Go for a walk 

 Read a good book 

 Swim 

 Visit with a good friend 

 Eat watermelon! 

 Share a snack or dinner  

And then there is the joy of seeing a 

Luna moth or a bouquet of flowers, 

and working a crossword puzzle! We 

have made a puzzle (on the other 

side of this page) especially for the 

readers of the current issue of News 

and Notes. All of the answers to the 

clues are hidden somewhere in these 

pages. We hope you have fun ~ and 

please let us know if you’d like more 

puzzles! 
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[Photo credits: two horses on reverse, Dylan 

Tawes; all other photos Sr. Mary Winifred] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACROSS 
2. An orange summer flower or a cat name? 

6. One of Daisy cat’s best friends at the end 

7. Late-Summer mosquito eaters 

10. The newest Sanctuary House kitten 
12. Our mom cat of many kittens 

13. Fruits of the trees near Sanctuary House 

15. Color of one third of the Sanctuary House 
cats 

DOWN 
1. Amphibian singer 
3. Late-Summer mosquito eaters 

4. Tree in the middle of our chicken yard 

5. Amphibian singer 
8. Beagle who prefers to nap in a chair 

9. Breed of most of the Sanctuary House dogs 

11. One of Daisy cat’s best friends at the end 

14. Our Chincoteague pony 
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